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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

 
OTTO DELCID, LUZ ROMAN, MINA 
KALLAMNI, MARY MOLINA, CARLO 
GARCIA, and ANDREA FAHEY on behalf 
of themselves and all others similarly 
situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

 v. 
 
TCP HOT ACQUISITION LLC and IDELLE 
LABS, LTD,  
 

                                         
Defendants. 

Case No. 1:21-cv-09569-DLC 
 
 
Hon. Denise L. Cote 

 
 

 
 

 
DECLARATION OF NICK SUCIU III IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR 

FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AND MOTION FOR 
ATTORNEYS’ FEES, LITIGATION COSTS, AND SERVICE AWARDS 

 
 

I, Nick Suciu, submit this Declaration in support of: (i) Plaintiffs’ Motion for Final 

Approval of Settlement; and (ii) Plaintiffs’ Motion for Attorneys’ Fees, Litigation Costs and 

Service Awards, and affirm that the following is truthful and accurate: 

1. I am an attorney admitted pro hac vice before this Court.  I am a senior partner with 

the law firm Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC, which, along with The Sultzer 

Law Group, P.C., Levin Sedran & Berman LLP, and Bursor & Fisher, P.A are counsel for Plaintiffs 

Otto Delcid, Luz Roman, Mina Kallamni, Mary Molina, Carlo Garcia, and Andrea Fahey in the 

above-captioned action (“Class Counsel”). 
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2. I am one of the attorneys principally responsible for the handling of this case.  I am 

personally familiar with the facts set forth in this declaration.  If called as a witness, I could and 

would competently testify to the matters stated herein. 

3. This Court granted Plaintiffs’ unopposed Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class 

Action Settlement, Preliminary Certification of Settlement Class and Approval of Notice Plan 

(“Motion for Preliminary Approval”) on October 28, 2022. Plaintiffs, by and through Class 

Counsel and the Claim Administrator, successfully implemented the Notice Plan and process 

approved by the Court, and the Settlement Class has been notified about the settlement. 

4. The reaction to the Settlement Agreement has been overwhelmingly favorable.   No 

objections have been filed and only 10 requests for exclusion have been received by the Claim 

Administrator. 

5. As a result of the robust Notice Program, the Claim Administrator has received 

328,438 valid Claim Forms.  

6. At all times, Plaintiffs, by and through their counsel, have diligently co-prosecuted 

the Litigation. 

7. Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC and all Class Counsel 

undertook and litigated this case on a fully contingent basis. 

Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC Lodestar and Litigation Expenses 

8. Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC (“Milberg”) has been involved 

in this litigation since its inception in November 2021.  Milberg reviewed publicly available 

documents, conducted research on claims, communicated with potential and retained class 

representatives, and conferred with other counsel in advance of filing the complaint in the above 

captioned matter on January 18, 2022. 
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9. The current and former attorneys from Milberg, in addition to myself, who have 

worked on this Litigation are Russell Busch, Alexandra Honeycutt, Virginia Whitener, and Zoe 

Aaron. 

10. Since its inception, Milberg has actively participated in all aspects of the case, 

including, but not limited to: (1) case investigation; (2) drafting of the complaints; (3) settlement 

discovery; (4) legal research; (5) drafting of letter briefs: (6) participating in case strategy 

decisions; (7) participating in mediation and settlement negotiations; (8) communicating 

frequently with defense counsel regarding litigation and settlement matters; (9) documenting the 

settlement agreement and preparation of exhibits; (10) working closely with the Claim 

Administrator regarding implementation of the Notice Plan; and (11) preparing the settlement 

approval documents. Thus, I am fully familiar with the proceedings. These tasks required extensive 

legal research and attention to detail. 

11. Additionally, Milberg participated in regular calls with Class Counsel.  During 

these weekly calls, various aspects of this Litigation were discussed. 

12. This Declaration generally summarizes the work performed by Milberg for 

Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class Members in this litigation. As demonstrated below, Milberg 

has worked diligently to perform tasks throughout the entire course of this litigation, including 

initial case investigation, filing of the initial Complaint, discovery, settlement discussions, motions 

for settlement approval and assistance with settlement administration for the Class Members. 

13. Before initiating any action, Class Counsel conducted a thorough investigation of 

the claims, both legal and factual. Specifically, Milberg thoroughly investigated and researched 

the claims, which allowed Plaintiffs’ Counsel to better evaluate the factual claims regarding 

Defendants’ representations and omissions on the Covered Products. 

Case 1:21-cv-09569-DLC   Document 82   Filed 03/08/23   Page 3 of 7



 4 

14. The table below details the hours billed and the amount billed at current rates 

through March 6, 2023 for Milberg’s attorneys and paralegals:1 

Attorney Total Hours Hourly Rate Amount 

Nick Suciu III 51.70 $764.00 $39,498.80 
Russell Busch 21.20 $425.00 $9,010.00 
Alex Honeycutt 69.10 $381 (2021/2022); 413 (2023) $26,413.50 
Virginia Whitener 11.10 $381.00 $4,229.10 
Zoe Aaron 13.80 $381.00 $5,257.80 
Amanda K. 
Mkamanga 

0.10 $208.00 $20.80 

Cathy Bryant 5.00 $208.00 $1,040.00 
Total: 172.00  $85,470.00 

This summary was prepared from contemporaneous, daily time records regularly prepared and 

maintained by Milberg. 

15. The attorneys of Milberg billed this case at their usual and customary hourly billing 

rates, which have been approved by courts presiding over similar complex class action lawsuits, 

and which are commensurate with the prevailing market rates attorneys of comparable experience 

and skill handling complex litigation. 

16. During the course of this Action, Milberg incurred $1,664.65 in unreimbursed 

expenses.  These expenses were reasonably and necessarily incurred in connection with the 

prosecution of this litigation.  These expenses are reflected in the books and records of Milberg 

and are a true and accurate summary of the expenses for this case. The chart below details the 

expenses incurred by category: 

CATEGORY EXPENSE AMOUNT 
Out-of-town Travel $1247.45 
 $417.20 
TOTAL  $1,664.65  

 
1 If the Court wishes, Milberg can provide more detailed time entries describing the work of these attorneys and 
paralegals, as well as Milberg’s expenses. 
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Milberg Has Extensive History of Representing Consumers 

17. Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC is a leading plaintiffs’ firm 

with particular expertise in consumer class-actions. See Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips 

Grossman, PLLC firm resume attached as Exhibit A.   

18. Since its founding in 1965, Milberg has been a leader in landmark cases that set 

groundbreaking legal precedents, prompted changes in corporate governance, and recovered over 

$50 billion in verdicts and settlements on behalf of consumers. Id. The firm pioneers federal class 

action litigation and is widely recognized as a leader in defending victims’ rights and prosecuting 

corporate wrongdoing. Id. 

19. The firm’s attorneys have contributed to or been featured in various well-known 

publications regarding their class action practice, including: the National Law Journal, Legal 500, 

Chambers USA, and Super Lawyers, among others, and possess a renowned depth of legal 

expertise, employ the highest ethical and legal standards, and pride themselves on providing stellar 

service and achieving extraordinary results for their clients. Id. 

20. As demonstrated by the cases described in our firm’s resume, Milberg has extensive 

experience in the area of consumer fraud class-actions and have successfully challenged some of 

the nation’s largest and most powerful corporations for a variety of unfair and deceptive business 

practices, including false advertising and mislabeling.   

21. For the past 10 years, my legal practice has focused on consumer product class 

actions and, more specifically, violations of the United States Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 

(“FDCA”) and parallel statutes. As lead counsel, I’ve helped form the landscape regarding 

preemption and standing in cases involving violations of the FDCA and parallel state statutes. 
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Before transitioning to my career in plaintiffs’ class action work, I worked for several years 

representing dietary supplement distributors, manufacturers, and retailers, consulting these 

companies in Good Manufacturing Practices (“GMP”), labeling and marketing, and regulatory 

issues. I possess unique knowledge and expertise with regard to the issues involved, and my 

leadership in this case will help ensure efficient and equitable settlement on behalf of the Class 

Members. For a full list of my accomplishments, see our firm resume attached as Exhibit A. 

22. I have received favorable settlements in cases with a focus on manufacturing 

processes and laboratory testing: See Corbett v. Pharmacare U.S. Inc., No. 3:21-cv-00137-GPC-

AGS (S.D. Cal) (recent order denying, in part, motion to dismiss class action involving dietary 

supplements that are illegal to sell under the FDCA, rejecting defendant’s preemption arguments); 

see also Debernardis v. IQ Formulations, LLC, 942 F.3d 1076, 1085 (11th Cir. 2019) (finding 

plaintiffs had standing to sue a dietary supplement distributor and manufacturer that sold illegal 

dietary ingredients because they were illegal to sell and worthless to plaintiffs); see also Ulrich v. 

Probalance, Inc., No. 1:16-cv-10488-JLA (N.D. Ill.) (Rejecting Defendant’s motion to dismiss 

argument that the nutrient content claims of a protein supplement were preempted); see also  

Porter, et al. v. NBTY, Inc., et al., No. 1:15-cv-11459-MSS (N.D. Ill.) (rejecting Defendant’s 

motion to dismiss and motion for summary judgment arguments that the nutrient content claims 

of a protein supplement were preempted); see also Muir v. Nature’s Bounty, Inc., No. 1:15-cv-

09835-RRP (N.D. Ill.) (rejecting Defendant’s motion to dismiss argument that the nutrient content 

claims of a dietary supplement were preempted); see also Gubala v. CVS Pharmacy, Inc., No. 

1:14-cv-09039-TMD (N.D. Ill.) (finding that plaintiff must show a violation of the FDCA to avoid 

preemption, rejecting Defendant’s preemption arguments); see also Gubala, et al. v. HBS 

International Corp., No. 1:14-cv-09299-SLE (N.D. Ill.) (rejecting Defendant’s motion to dismiss 
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argument that the nutrient content claims of a protein supplement were preempted); see also 

Dabish v. Brand New Energy, LLC, No. 3:16-cv-00400-CB (S.D. Ca.) (ejecting dietary supplement 

manufacturers primary jurisdiction arguments); see also Clay, et al. v. Cytosport, Inc., No. 3:15-

cv-00165-L-AGS (S.D. Ca.) (rejecting Defendant’s motion to dismiss and motion for summary 

judgement arguments that the nutrient content claims and testing methodologies of a protein 

supplement were preempted); see also Gregorio v. Premier Nutrition Corporation, No. 1:17-cv-

05987-AT (S.D.N.Y.) ($9 million class settlement regarding Defendant’s Products’ inflated 

protein content claims); see also Clay, et al. v. Cytosport, Inc., No. 3:15-cv-00165-L-AGS (S.D. 

Ca.) ($12 million class settlement regarding Defendant’s Products’ inflated protein content 

claims); see also Carter, et al. v. General Nutrition Centers, Inc., et al., No. 2:16-cv-00633 (W.D. 

Pa) ($5 million class settlement for purchasers of dietary supplements). 

 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the above 

is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  

 
Dated:  March 8, 2023 
 
       
       _____/s/ Nick Suciu III_______ 
        Nick Suciu III 
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Firm Resume 
 

 OVERVIEW  
 

Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC (“Milberg”) is a leading global 

plaintiffs’ firm, successfully pioneering and litigating complex litigations in the following practice 

areas: class actions, antitrust and competition law, securities fraud, consumer protection, cyber 

security and data breach litigation, financial and insurance litigation, environmental law, securities 

litigation, and product liability. Our attorneys possess a renowned depth of legal expertise, employ 

the highest ethical and legal standards, and pride themselves on providing stellar service and 

achieving extraordinary results for their clients. 

Milberg was founded in 1965, taking the lead in landmark cases that have set 

groundbreaking legal precedents and prompted changes in corporate governance benefiting 

shareholders and consumers. For more than 50 years, the firm has protected victims’ rights, 

recovering over $50 billion in verdicts and settlements. Milberg was one of the first law firms to 

prosecute class actions in federal courts on behalf of investors and consumers. The firm pioneered 

this type of litigation and became widely recognized as a leader in defending the rights of victims 

of corporate and other large-scale wrongdoing. 

Milberg has offices in New York, California, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Michigan, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee and Puerto Rico. 

Recently, Milberg opened an office in London that serves clients in the European Union. In 

addition, Milberg has expanded in South America, with primary emphasis in Brazil. 

The firm’s reputation has been built by successfully taking on challenging cases across a 

spectrum of practice areas for the past half-century. From resolving business disputes to proving 

antitrust conspiracies, Milberg is equipped to handle complex, high-stakes cases at any stage of 

the litigation process. The firm’s lawyers have been regularly recognized as leaders in the 

plaintiffs’ bar by the National Law Journal, Legal 500, Chambers USA, and Super Lawyers, among 

others. 

Milberg is comprised of more than 100 attorneys across the country, the following of whom 

are certain representatives of the firm who have held leading roles in successful consumer class 

actions, along with milberg attorneys who are licensed in or practice in New York. 

1 
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PARTNER EXPERIENCE 
 
 

GREG COLEMAN is a managing partner at Milberg and has 30 years of trial and 

appellate experience. Greg received his B.A. with highest honors and distinction from Jacksonville 

State University in 1986. He attended The University of Tennessee College of Law, graduating in 

1989. In addition to distinguishing himself academically, Greg was a member of the National Trial 

Moot Court Team, was the recipient of the American Jurisprudence Award for National Trial Team 

and was listed in Who's Who Among Rising Young Americans. In addition, the College of Law 

bestowed upon Greg the honor of inclusion into the National Order of Barristers for outstanding 

oral advocacy and trial skills. 

Greg's practice focuses on class actions, products liability, medical malpractice, personal 

injury, complex multi-district litigation, toxic torts, premises liability, ERISA, ERISA class 

actions, drug and medical device litigation, and workers' compensation. He was co-lead counsel 

in a defective products case against Electrolux in which he and co-counsel successfully obtained a 

settlement on behalf of a class of more than one million members regarding defectively 

manufactured dryers. The settlement resulted in an expected utilization settlement value of over 

$35 million. Greg was co-lead counsel in a series of automobile defect class actions against 

General Motors in Florida, Illinois, and California, in which he and co-counsel successfully 

obtained a $42 million settlement on behalf of a class of 1.6 million consumers regarding excessive 

oil consumption. He was lead trial counsel in an ERISA class action against AK Steel Corporation 

in which he successfully obtained a $178.6 million settlement on behalf of a class of over 3,000 

retirees of AK Steel’s Butler Works Plant in Pennsylvania in 2011. 

DANIEL K. BRYSON is a managing partner at Milberg and is one of the nation’s most 

respected and experienced attorneys in the area of consumer class actions and mass torts. Dan also 

has significant experience working with attorneys, funders, and other partners on international 

litigation projects in the Courts in Amsterdam, the United Kingdom, Belgium, France, Spain and 

Portugal, among others. For over 32 years, Dan has focused his practice on complex civil litigation, 

successfully representing thousands of consumers in a wide variety of defective product suits, class 

actions, and various mass torts and recovering more than $1.25 billion for his clients in numerous 

states throughout the country. He frequently collaborates with other attorneys in order to assemble 
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the most effective team possible. Dan has been lead or co-lead counsel in numerous national class 

actions and MDLs. 

Dan is a frequent lecturer and writer on a variety of consumer class action, insurance, and 

mass tort related disputes. He has been quoted by a variety of media outlets over the years including 

the Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, New York Times, Law360, and Lawyers Weekly to 

name a few. He has been named as a member of the Legal Elite and Super Lawyers in North 

Carolina on numerous occasions. He has been awarded the designation of one of the Top 25 

lawyers in Raleigh by Charlotte Magazine for a number of years including 2020. Dan is current 

serving as President of Public Justice, a nationwide public interest law firm. Dan is also an adjunct 

professor at Campbell Law School in Raleigh, NC where he teaches “Introduction to Class Actions 

and Multi-district litigation.” 

R. GLENN PHILLIPS  is a managing partner at Milberg and has been practicing law since 

1984 and has tried more than 100 civil jury trials. He is a managing partner at Milberg, and director 

of the firm’s global operations. Mr. Phillips has received the highest rating from Martindale- 

Hubbell (5.0 out of 5.0) and is an AV rated attorney. Mr. Phillips started his legal career 

representing insureds on behalf of insurance companies, handling primarily wrongful death and 

product liability cases. In the mid-1990s, he began representing those injured by others, 

corporations, or by defective drugs and devices. Since then, he has been actively involved in the 

aggregation and prosecution of large groups of individual clients injured by corporate neglect. Mr. 

Phillips is a firm believer in the phrase, “leveling the playing field,” allowing ordinary citizens to 

have access to justice through the courts and to being guided by experienced, aggressive, and 

ethical counsel. Mr. Phillips is a member of the Washington state bar. He is also a member of the 

American Association for Justice, an Eagle member of the Washington Association for Justice, 

and the non-profit organization, Public Justice. He is a frequent speaker before such national 

groups as The National Trial Lawyers, American Association for Justice, and Mass Torts Made 

Perfect, as well as various state trial lawyer groups. 

MARC D. GROSSMAN is a managing partner at Milberg. Since beginning his law career in 

1993, Mr. Grossman has focused primarily on representing large groups of plaintiffs against 

common defendants. In 1999, after six years of practicing plaintiff’s personal injury law in state 

and federal courts in New York and New Jersey, Mr. Grossman founded the law firm of Sanders 

and Grossman, P.C. specifically to pursue claims on behalf of medical providers. This firm, and 

Case 1:21-cv-09569-DLC   Document 82-1   Filed 03/08/23   Page 4 of 17



its successors, grew dramatically under his leadership, and now represent thousands of medical 

providers litigating claims against insurance companies, and thousands of injury victims. 

Mr. Grossman had a vision of uniting the medical profession by affording them the 

opportunity to litigate nominal claims that were being written off by medical providers as 

uncollectible and had not previously been practical for most attorneys to litigate. By coordinating 

discovery, utilizing the most up-to-date case management technology, and recruiting top office 

administrators and trial attorneys, Mr. Grossman’s firm was able to greatly improve efficiencies 

throughout the litigation process and ultimately the viability of collecting these claims. By filing 

over 100,000 individual lawsuits, Mr. Grossman’s firms garnered the attention of the insurance 

industry and the medical profession in New York eventually leading to a series of mass settlements 

on behalf of his clients and recoveries in the hundreds of millions of dollars. In just 2006 and 2007, 

Mr. Grossman’s firm personally litigated, negotiated, and recovered over 100 million dollars for 

his medical provider clients. The unique experience Mr. Grossman garnered as an innovator and 

leader in the mass settlement of medical claims and mass torts made him a leader in his field in 

negotiating and obtaining large recoveries. 

Most recently, Mr. Grossman has represented hundreds of injured clients in lead paint 

litigations, asbestos litigations, mold litigations, and thousands of victims of defective drugs and 

products. Mr. Grossman received recognition litigating Vioxx cases in New Jersey Superior Court 

where he served as a liaison to the media as a member of the Vioxx Plaintiffs’ Steering 

Committee’s (“PSC’s”) Public Relations Committee, and as a liaison for the Committee to many 

financial institutions and governmental agencies, offering a common voice for the hundreds of 

attorneys handling such cases and the tens of thousands of victims they represent. These efforts 

and the hard work of many other relentless attorneys ultimately led Merck to agree to one of the 

largest Civil Settlements in American History for $4.85 Billion. 

In December 2010, Mr. Grossman was nominated and invited to join both The Board of 

Directors of the New York State Trial Lawyers Association and the Executive Committee of 

Association of Trial Lawyers of America. Mr. Grossman is also a member of the Mass Tort Trial 

Lawyers Association and the Leaders Forum of the American Association of Justice. Mr. 

Grossman has actively litigated for other large groups of plaintiffs in the following matters: In re 

Avandia Mktg., Sales Practices and Prods. Liab. Litig.; In re N.Y. Bextra and Celebrex Prod. Liab. 
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Litig. in New York’s Supreme Court, New York County; Case No. 273, In re Bextra and Celebrex 

Litig., Superior Court of New Jersey, Atlantic County; Oxycontin Litigation in New York’s 

Supreme Court, Richmond County; MDL-1708, In re Guidant Corp. Implantable Defibrillators 

Prods. Liab. Litig. in Minnesota; MDL-1699, In re Bextra and Celebrex Mktg., Sales Practices 

and Prods. Liab. Litig. in California; MDL-1742, In Re Ortho Evra Prods. Liab. Litig. in Ohio; 

MDL-1789, In re Fosamax Prods. Liability Litig. in New York; and MDL-1804, In Re Stand ‘N 

Seal, Prods. Liability Litig., where one of Mr. Grossman’s firms serves on the PSC. One of Mr. 

Grossman’s firms is also a court-appointed member of the PSC in the following mass tort 

litigations: In Re Avandia, In Re Chantix, In Re Zicam, In Re Zimmer Knee, In Re Fosamax, and 

the New Jersey state court coordination of Levaquin. One of Mr. Grossman’s firms is co-lead in 

the NY Chantix Coordination and the New Jersey Reglan Coordination, as well as Risperdal in 

California, all Transvaginal Mesh PSC, and Propecia coordination. 

After an $8 million verdict in Boles v. Merck for a victim of Fosamax, Mr. Grossman, along 

with co-counsel, led the Trial Team in Rosenberg v. Merck which was the first bellwether New 

Jersey Trial in Atlantic County Superior Court. Mr. Grossman has become well known as a speaker 

and host of approximately 20 educational seminars designed to educate victims, the medical 

community, and other attorneys. Mr. Grossman has been quoted and has appeared in numerous 

local and national forums and in the media as a legal commentator and advocate of victims’ rights 

against the corporate greed that plagues our nation. In January 2016, Mr. Grossman received the 

2015 Litigator Award a significant distinction, achieved by less than 1% of all trial attorneys. This 

award is considered among the top honors bestowed on trial attorneys. 

 
NICK SUCIU III is a senior partner and practice leader in the Consumer Products Group 

at Milberg and has extensive experience and knowledge regarding the dietary, bodybuilding, and 

sports supplement industry and the science behind these supplements. Nick Suciu has represented 

several dietary, bodybuilding, and sports supplements manufacturers and retailers and advised 

these clients in the areas of FDA regulatory, advertising and marketing law. Mr. Suciu is also 

dedicated to fighting to protect consumers from sports nutrition and dietary supplement 

manufacturers who intend to mislead consumers with their claims. Mr. Suciu has filed class action 

lawsuits against some of the top selling dietary supplement companies in the country, to help 

ensure that consumers are receiving the proper information regarding their purchases of these 
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dietary supplements. Since focusing his practice on consumer class actions, Mr. Suciu has used 

his expertise in the United States Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to litigate actions against not only 

dietary supplement companies, but also major food and cosmetic companies. Mr. Suciu graduated 

from Wayne State Law School in 2008 and also received his Masters in Business Administration 

from Wayne State University in 2009. From 2013 to 2018, Mr. Suciu was recognized as a "Rising 

Star" by SuperLawyers Magazine. 
 

ADAM EDWARDS is a senior partner and practice leader in the Consumer Products 

Group at Milberg. Mr. Edwards acts as the lead attorney on many of the firm’s serious personal 

injury cases. He also serves as a primary litigator on many of the firm’s class action, multi-district 

litigation, and defective product cases. He attended The University of Tennessee where he received 

his undergraduate degree in political science and served as a field office intern for United States 

Senator and former Senate Majority Leader, Dr. Bill Frist. After graduating from UT, Mr. Edwards 

was accepted into the Juris Doctor program at the Washburn University School of Law where he 

was awarded an academic merit scholarship after his first year of coursework. While at Washburn, 

Adam excelled in oral advocacy and was selected as the President of the Moot Court Counsel on 

Oral Advocacy. He was also selected as a member of the Order of Barristers. He received his JD 

after graduating with Dean’s Honors in 2000. Adam's formal legal career started when he accepted 

a position as an Attorney at Husch Blackwell (formerly Blackwell Sanders) in Kansas City, 

Missouri in 2000. 

During the first four years of his legal career, Mr. Edwards successfully defended a number 

of well-known insurance companies and corporations in a wide range of litigation matters. Today, 

Mr. Edwards utilizes his extensive trial experience and diverse background to advocate for 

personal injury victims and consumers who have suffered damages resulting from dangerous and 

defective products. Mr. Edwards was selected by fellow members of the Knoxville Bar as a "Top 

Attorney" in CITYVIEW Magazine's annual Top Attorney's issue. He was selected as a Top 

Attorney for a second time in 2010. In 2017, Mr. Edwards was named one of the Top 100 Trial 

Lawyers by the American Trial Lawyers Association. He was also selected for membership into 

the Million Dollar Advocates Forum, an honor reserved for trial lawyers who have secured a 

settlement or verdict in excess of one million dollars. 
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RACHEL SOFFIN is a partner and practice leader in the Consumer Products Group at 

Milberg. Ms. Soffin has spent the majority of her career prosecuting class action cases, including 

state and federal class actions involving product manufacturers and retailers, deceptive trade 

practices, privacy violations, and insurance and banking disputes. Prior to joining Milberg, Ms. 

Soffin worked in the area of consumer class actions in Morgan & Morgan’s Tampa office. Prior 

to her time at Morgan & Morgan, Ms. Soffin served as in-house counsel for one of Florida’s largest 

employee leasing companies. For the last eleven years, Ms. Soffin’s practice has been exclusively 

dedicated to consumer class action litigation. Ms. Soffin has successfully represented consumers 

in numerous class action cases involving a wide range of subjects affecting consumers, including 

product defects, deceptive trade practices, regulatory violations, and statutory violations: 

Cleveland v. Whirlpool Corp., No. 0:20-cv-01906-WMV-KMM (D. Minn.) (recent preliminary 

approval of over $20M value settlement involving defective dishwashers); Hamm v. Sharp 

Electronics Corporation, 5-19-cv-00488 (S.D. Fla.) (over $100M value settlement in action 

involving allegedly defective microwaves); Berman et al v. General Motors LLC, No. 2:18-cv- 

14371-RLR (S.D. Fla.) ($40 million value settlement for consumers whose vehicles experienced 

excessive oil consumption and resulting damages); De Leon v. Bank of America, N.A. (USA), No. 

6:09-cv-01251-JA-KRS (M.D. Fla.) ($10 million settlement for consumers subjected to violations 

of the Fair Credit Billing Act, a breach of their Cardholder Agreement and deceptive trade 

practices); Swift v. Bank of America, No. 3:14-cv-01539 (M.D. Fla) ($1 million settlement for 

consumers subjected to TCPA violations); In re: Horizon Organic Milk Plus DHA Omega-3 

Marketing and Sales Practice Litigation, 1:12-MD-02324-JAL (S.D. Fla.) ($1.3 million settlement 

value for consumers subjected to deceptive trade practices for misrepresentations regarding a milk 

product); In re: Tracfone Unlimited Service Plan Litigation, No. 13-cv-03440-EMC (N.D. Cal) 

($40 million settlement for consumers subjected to deceptive cellular phone data plan practices); 

Corbett v. PharmaCare U.S. Inc., No. 3:21-cv-00137-GPC-AGS (S.D. Cal) (recent order denying, 

in part, motion to dismiss class action involving dietary supplements that are illegal to sell under 

the FDCA, rejecting defendant’s preemption arguments); Kanan et al v. Thinx Inc., No. 20-cv- 

10341-JVS-JPR (C.D. Cal.) (recent order denying, in part, motion to dismiss class action involving 

menstrual products that contain allegedly harmful Polyfluoroalkyl substances associated with a 

variety of negative health effects for humans, including cancer). 
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Ms. Soffin has held numerous leadership roles in MDLs. Currently, Ms. Soffin serves on 

the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee in litigation involving defective breast implants, In re: Allergan 

Biocell Textured Breast Implant Product Liability Litigation, No. 2:19-md-02921-BRM-ESK 

(D.N.J.), where she is on the law and briefing and class certification committees. Ms. Soffin also 

currently serves as Co-Lead Counsel in the defective cookware MDL, All-Clad Metalcrafters, 

LLC, Cookware Marketing and Sales Practices Litigation, No. 2:21-mc-00491-NR (W.D. Pa.). In 

addition, Ms. Soffin served as co-lead settlement class counsel in In Re: Allura Fiber Cement 

Siding Prods. Liability Litig., No. 2:19-mn-02886-DCN (D.S.C.) MDL, which resulted in a 

$12.5M settlement involving defective fiber cement siding. 

Ms. Soffin has also been a lecturer at several conferences involving class action topics. Ms. 

Soffin is admitted to practice in the state courts of Florida and Georgia, and in the United States 

District Court for the Middle District of Florida, the United States District Court for the Southern 

District of Florida, the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia, the United 

States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, and the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Eleventh Judicial Circuit. Ms. Soffin has been designated by Super Lawyers as a Florida 

Rising Star (2011-2013), and as a Florida Super Lawyer (2014-2018, 2022) in the fields of Class 

Actions/Mass Torts. 

 
HARPER SEGUI is a partner and practice leader in the Consumer Products Group at 

Milberg. Ms. Segui is an experienced litigator who focuses her practice on representing plaintiffs 

in complex class action litigation, including defective products, false advertising and mislabeling, 

and data breaches. Ms. Segui has actively lead a variety of complex cases across the country, 

having been instrumental in procuring millions of dollars in recoveries for plaintiffs and class 

members. In addition to individual class actions, Ms. Segui has enjoyed playing active roles in 

multidistrict litigation and has several times been appointed by courts to serve on Plaintiffs’ 

Steering Committees. She was recently appointed as Co-Lead Counsel in multidistrict litigation 

involving a data breach. Ms. Segui has a broad spectrum of class actions and complex litigation 

experience that includes consumer product defects, building product defects, construction defects, 

unlawful fee charges, automobile defects, false advertising, and data breaches. Although integrally 

involved in every aspect of her cases, Ms. Segui has particularly honed technical skills which arm 

her with the ability to develop complex issues of science and technology at the heart of her cases, 
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including the ability to engage experts and present these technical aspects in court. She been 

appointed to a number of leadership roles, and provided integral support for many more. 

Representative cases include In Re: Windsor Wood Clad Windows Prods. Liab. Litig., 16-md- 

02668, MDL No. 2688 (E.D. Wis.) and In Re: Allura Fiber Cement Siding Litig., No. 2:19-mn- 

02886 (D.S.C.), where she also serves as Co-Class Counsel. She also played essential supporting 

roles, including as a member of expert teams, in In Re: MI Windows and Doors, Inc, Prods. Liab. 

Litig., 2:12-mn-00001, MDL No. 2333 (D.S.C.), In Re: Pella Corp. Architect and Designer Series 

Windows, Mktg., Sales Prac. and Prods. Liab. Litig., 2:14-mn-00001, MDL No. 2514 (D.S.C.). 

Ms. Segui has been regularly selected to Super Lawyers as a Top-Rated Attorney in the areas of 

“Class Action & Mass Torts.” She has co-authored several publications on product liability and 

other topics, and has been a lecturer on complex legal issues. 

 
GARY M. KLINGER is a Partner at Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman PLLC 

(“Milberg”).1 At only 37-years old, Mr. Klinger has gained extensive experience serving as 

leadership in numerous high-profile consumer and privacy class actions. Notably, Mr. Klinger has 

settled on a class-wide basis more than forty class actions, the majority of which were privacy 

cases, as lead or co-lead counsel recovering more than a hundred million dollars for consumers in 

the process. Some of Mr. Klinger’s representative cases include the following: 

• Carrera Aguallo v. Kemper Corp., Case No. 1:21-cv-01883 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 27, 

2021) (where Mr. Klinger obtained final approval of a class-wide settlement valued at $17.6 

million for a major class action involving more than six million consumers); 

• Heath v. Insurance Technologies Corp., No. 21-cv-01444 (N.D. Tex.) (where Mr. 

Klinger obtained approval of a class-wide settlement for $11 million); 

• In Re: Procter & Gamble Aerosol Products Marketing and Sales Practices 

Litigation, 2:22-md-03025-MHW-CMV (N.D. Ohio) (where Mr. Klinger serves as one of the 

lead attorneys in multi-district litigation against Procter & Gamble and successfully reached a 

settlement valued over $10 million); 

• Smid v. Nutranext, LLC, Case No. 20L0190 (Cir. Ct. St. Clair, County) (class 

counsel in consumer class action involving heavy metals in prenatal vitamins; final approval 

granted to $7M settlement) 

• In re: Herff Jones Data Breach Litigation, Master File No. 1:21-cv-1329-TWP- 

DLP (S.D. Ind.) (where Mr. Klinger obtained approval of a class-wide settlement for $4.35 

million); 

• In re: CaptureRx Data Breach Litigation, No. 5:21-cv-00523-OLG (W.D. Tex.) 
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(where Mr. Klinger obtained approval of a class-wide settlement for $4.75 million); 

• In re Arthur J. Gallagher Data Breach Litigation, No. 1:21-cv-04056 (N.D. Ill.) 

(where Mr. Klinger serves as appointed co-lead counsel to represent more than 3 million class 

members in a major class action). 

Mr. Klinger has also successfully litigated class actions through contested class 

certification. In Karpilovsky v. All Web Leads, Inc., No. 17 C 1307, 2018 WL 3108884, at *1 (N.D. 

Ill. June 25, 2018), Mr. Klinger certified, over objection, a nationwide privacy class action 

involving more than one million class members. Id. At the time, it was the largest litigation class 

ever to be certified for violations of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act. In a nationwide class 

settlement hearing in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, Judge Richard 

Seeborg personally commended Mr. Klinger for “quite a substantial recovery for class members.” 

Judge Seeborg further stated he could not recall any class action case where “the amounts going 

to each class member were as substantial” as that obtained by Mr. Klinger (and his co-counsel). 
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 ADDITIONAL NOTABLE CLASS ACTION CASES  
 

Antitrust 
 

In re: TFT-LCD (Flat Panel) Antitrust Litigation, No. 3:07-cv-01827, MDL No. 1827 (N.D. 
Cal.) (combined settlement totaling nearly $1.1 billion in suit alleging the illegal formation of an 
international cartel to restrict competition in the LCD panel market) (2012). 

 
Consumer Products 

 

Ersler, et. al v. Toshiba America et. al, No. 07- 2304 (D.N.J.) (settlement of claims arising from 
allegedly defective television lamps) (2009). 

 
Maytag Neptune Washing Machines (class action settlement for owners of Maytag Neptune 
washing machines). 

 
Stalcup, et al. v. Thomson, Inc. (Ill. Cir. Ct.) ($100 million class settlement of clams that certain 
GE, PROSCAN and RCA televisions may have been susceptible to temporary loss of audio 
when receiving broadcast data packages that were longer than reasonably anticipated or 
specified) (2004). 

 
Hurkes Harris Design Associates, Inc., et al. v. Fujitsu Computer Prods. of Am., Inc. (settlement 
provides $42.5 million to pay claims of all consumers and other end users who bought certain 
Fujitsu Desktop 3.5” IDE hard disk drives) (2003). 

 
Turner v. General Electric Company, No. 2:05-cv-00186 (M.D. Fla.) (national settlement of 
claims arising from allegedly defective refrigerators) (2006). 

 
Automobiles 

 

In re General Motors Corp. Speedometer Prods. Liability Litig., MDL 1896 (W.D. Wash.) 
(national settlement for repairs and reimbursement of repair costs incurred in connection with 
defective speedometers) (2007). 

 
Baugh v. The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company (class settlement of claims that Goodyear sold 
defective tires that are prone to tread separation when operated at highway speeds; Goodyear 
agreed to provide a combination of both monetary and non-monetary consideration to the 
Settlement Class in the form of an Enhanced Warranty Program and Rebate Program) (2002). 

 
Lubitz v. Daimler Chrysler Corp., No. L-4883-04 (Bergen Cty. Super. Ct, NJ 2006) (national 
settlement for repairs and reimbursement of repair costs incurred in connection with defective 
brake system; creation of $12 million fund; 7th largest judgment or settlement in New Jersey) 
(2007). 
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Berman et al. v. General Motors LLC, Case No. 2:18-cv-14371 (S.D. Fla.) (Co-Lead Counsel; 
national settlement for repairs and reimbursement of repair costs incurred in connection with 
Chevrolet Equinox excessive oil consumption). 

 
Civil Rights 

 

In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, Case No. 1:08-mc-00511 (D.D.C.) ($1.25 billion 
settlement fund for black farmers who alleged U.S. Department of Agriculture discriminated 
against them by denying farm loans) (2013). 

 
Bruce, et. al. v. County of Rensselaer et. al., Case No. 02-cv-0847 (N.D.N.Y.) (class settlement 
of claims that corrections officers and others employed at the Rensselaer County Jail (NY) 
engaged in the practice of illegally strip searching all individuals charged with only 
misdemeanors or minor offenses) (2004). 

 
Commercial 

 

In re: Outer Banks Power Outage Litigation, 4:17-cv-141 (E.D.N.C) (Co-Lead Counsel; $10.35 
million settlement for residents, businesses, and vacationers on Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands 
who were impacted by a 9-day power outage) (2018) 

 
Construction Materials 

 

Cordes et al v. IPEX, Inc., No. 08-cv-02220-CMA-BNB (D. Colo.) (class action arising out of 
defective brass fittings; court-appointed member of Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee) (2011). 

 
Elliott et al v. KB Home North Carolina Inc. et al 08-cv-21190 (N.C. Super. Ct. Wake County) 
(Lead Counsel; class action settlement for those whose homes were constructed without a 
weather-resistant barrier)(2017) 

 
In re: Pella Corporation Architect and Designer Series Windows Marketing, Sales Practices and 
Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2514 (D.S.C.)(class action arising from allegedly 
defective windows; Court-appointed Co-Lead Counsel). 

 
In re MI Windows and Doors, Inc., Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2333 (D.S.C) 
(National class action settlement for homeowners who purchased defective windows; Court- 
appointed Co-Lead Counsel). 

 
In re: Atlas Roofing Corporation Chalet Shingle Products Liability Litig., MDL No. 2495 (N.D. 
Ga.) (class action arising from allegedly defective shingles; Court-appointed Co-Lead Counsel). 

 
Helmer et al. v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., No. 12-cv-00685-RBJ (D. Colo. 2012) (class 
action arising from allegedly defective radiant heating systems; Colorado class certified, 2014 
WL 3353264, July 9, 2014)). 
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In re: Zurn Pex Plumbing Products Liability Litigation, No. o:08-md-01958, MDL No. 1958 (D. 
Minn.) (class action arising from allegedly plumbing systems; member of Executive Committee; 
settlement) (2012). 

 
Hobbie, et al. v. RCR Holdings II, LLC, et al., No. 10-1113 , MDL No. 2047 (E.D. La.) ($30 
million settlement for remediation of 364 unit residential high-rise constructed with Chinese 
drywall) (2012). 

 
In re: Chinese Manufactured Drywall Products Liability Litigation, No. 2:09-md-02047, MDL 
No. 2047 (E.D. La.) (litigation arising out of defective drywall) (appointed Co-Chair, Insurance 
Committee) (2012). 

 
Galanti v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., No. 03-209 (D.N.J. 2003) (national settlement and 
creation of $330 million fund for payment to owners of homes with defective radiant heating 
systems) (2003). 

 
In re Synthetic Stucco Litig., Civ. Action No. 5:96-CV-287-BR(2) (E.D.N.C.) (member of 
Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee; settlements with four EIFS Manufacturers for North Carolina 
homeowners valued at more than $50 million). 

 
In re Synthetic Stucco (EIFS) Prods. Liability Litig., MDL No. 1132 (E.D.N.C.) (represented 
over 100 individuals homeowners in lawsuits against homebuilders and EIFS manufacturers). 

 
Posey, et al. v. Dryvit Systems, Inc., Case No. 17,715-IV (Tenn. Cir. Ct) (Co-Lead Counsel; 
national class action settlement provided cash and repairs to more than 7,000 claimants) (2002). 

 
Sutton, et al. v. The Federal Materials Company, Inc., et al, No. 07-CI-00007 (Ky. Cir. Ct) (Co- 
Lead Counsel; $10.1 million class settlement for owners of residential and commercial properties 
constructed with defective concrete). 

 
Staton v. IMI South, et al. (Ky. Cir. Ct.) ((Co-Lead Counsel; class settlement for approximately 
$30 million for repair and purchase of houses built with defective concrete). 

 
In re Elk Cross Timbers Decking Marketing, Sales Practices and Products Liability Litigation, 
No. 15-cv-0018, MDL No. 2577 (D.N.J.) (Lead Counsel; national settlement to homeowners 
who purchased defective GAF decking and railings). 

 
Bridget Smith v. Floor and Decor Outlets of America, Inc., No. 1:15-cv-4316 (N.D. Ga.) (Co- 
Lead Counsel; National class action settlement for homeowners who purchased unsafe laminate 
wood flooring). 

 
In re Lumber Liquidators Chinese-Manufactured Flooring Products Marketing, Sales Practices 
and Products Liability Litigation MDL No. 1:15-md-2627 (E.D.Va.) (Formaldehyde case; $36 
million national class action settlement for member who purchased a certain type of laminate 
flooring). 
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In re Lumber Liquidators Chinese-Manufactured Laminate Flooring Durability Marketing, Sales 
Practices Litigation MDL No. 1:16-md-2743 (E.D.Va.) (Co-Lead Counsel; Durability case; $36 
million national class action settlement for member who purchased a certain type of laminate 
flooring). 

 
In re Windsor Wood Clad Window Products Liability Litigation MDL No. 2:16-md-02688 (E.D. 
Wis.) (National class action settlement for homeowners who purchased defective windows; 
Court-appointed Lead Counsel). 

 
In re Allura Fiber Cement Siding Products Liability Litigation MDL No. 2:19-md-02886 
(D.S.C.) (class action arising from allegedly defective cement board siding; Court-appointed 
Lead Counsel). 

 
Environmental 

 

Nnadili, et al. v. Chevron U.S.A., Inc, No. 02-cv-1620 (D.D.C.) ($6.2 million settlement for 
owners and residents of 200 properties located above underground plume of petroleum from 
former Chevron gas station) (2008). 

 
In re Swanson Creek Oil Spill Litigation, No. 00-1429 (D. Md.) (Lead Counsel; $2.25 million 
settlement of litigation arising from largest oil spill in history of State of Maryland) (2001). 

 
Fair Labor Standards Act/Wage and Hour 

 

Craig v. Rite Aid Corporation, Civil No. 08-2317 (M.D. Pa.) (FLSA collective action and class 
action settled for $20.9 million) (2013). 

 
Stillman v. Staples, Inc., Civil No. 07-849 (D.N.J. 2009) (FLSA collective action, plaintiffs’ trial 
verdict for $2.5 million; national settlement approved for $42 million) (2010). 

 
Lew v. Pizza Hut of Maryland, Inc., Civil No. CBB-09-CV-3162 (D. Md.) (FLSA collective 
action, statewide settlement for managers-in-training and assistant managers, providing 
recompense of 100% of lost wages) (2011). 

 
Financial 

 

Roberts v. Fleet Bank (R.I.), N.A., Civil Action No. 00-6142 (E. D. Pa.) ($4 million dollar 
settlement on claims that Fleet changed the interest rate on consumers’ credit cards which had 
been advertised as "fixed.") (2003). 

 
Penobscot Indian Nation et al v United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
N. 07-1282 (PLF) (D.D.C. 2008) (represented charitable organization which successfully 
challenged regulation barring certain kinds of down-payment assistance; Court held that HUD’s 
promulgation of rule violated the Administrative Procedure Act) (2008). 
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Impact Fees 
 
Town of Holly Springs, No. 17-cvs-6244, 17-cvs-6245, 18-cvs-1373 (Wake Co., NC) (Court 
appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $7.9 million fund for builders and 
developers to recover improper capacity replacement and transportation fees paid to the town) 
(2019). 

 
Larry Shaheen v. City of Belmont, No. 17-cvs-394 (Gaston Co., NC) (Court appointed Class 
Counsel; Class action settlement with a $1.65 million fund for builders and developers to recover 
improper capacity replacement and transportation fees paid to the city) (2019). 

 
Upright Builders Inc. et al. v. Town of Apex, No. 18-cvs-3720 & 18-cvs-4384, (Wake Co., NC) 
(Court appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $15.3 million fund for builders 
and developers to recover improper capacity replacement and transportation paid fees to the 
town) (2019). 

 
Mayfair Partners, LLC et al. v. City of Asheville, No. 18-cvs-04870 (Buncombe County) (Court 
appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $1,850,000 million fund for builders and 
developers to recover improper impact fees paid to the city) (2020). 

 
Shenandoah Homes, LLC v. Town of Clayton, No. 19-cvs-640 (Johnston County) (Court 
appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $2.7 million fund for builders and 
developers to recover improper impact fees paid to the town) (2020). 

 
Brookline Homes LLC v. City of Mount Holly, Gaston County file no. 19-cvs-1163 (Gaston 
County) (Court appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $483,468 fund for 
builders and developers to recover improper impact fees paid to the city) (2020). 

 
Eastwood Construction, LLC et. al v. City of Monroe, Union County file nos. 18-CVS-2692 
(Union County) (Court appointed Class Counsel; Class action settlement with a $1,750,000 
million fund for builders and developers to recover improper impact fees paid to the city) (2020). 

 
Insurance 

 

Young, et al. v. Nationwide Mut. Ins. Co, et al., No. 11-5015 (E.D. Ky.) (series of class actions 
against multiple insurance companies arising from unlawful collection of local taxes on premium 
payments; class certified and affirmed on appeal, 693 F.3d 532 (6th Cir., 2012); settlements with 
all defendants for 100% refund of taxes collected) (2014). 

 
Nichols v. Progressive Direct Insurance Co., et al., No. 2:06cv146 (E.D. Ky.) (Class Counsel; 
class action arising from unlawful taxation of insurance premiums; statewide settlement with 
Safe Auto Insurance Company and creation of $2 million Settlement Fund; statewide settlement 
with Hartford Insurance Company and tax refunds of $1.75 million ) (2012). 
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Privacy/Data Breach 
 
In Re: U.S. Office of Personnel Management Data Security Breach Litigation, No. 15-1393 (ABJ), 
MDL No. 2664 (D.D.C.) (court appointed interim Liaison Counsel). 

 
In re Google Buzz Privacy Litigation, No. 5:10-cv-00672 (N.D. Cal.) (court-appointed Lead 
Class Counsel; $8.5 million cy pres settlement) (2010). 

 
In re: Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA) Data Theft Litig., No. 1:2006-cv-00506, MDL 1796 
(D.D.C.) (Co-Lead counsel representing veterans whose privacy rights had been compromised 
by the theft of an external hard drive containing personal information of approximately 26.6 
million veterans and their spouses; creation of a $20 million fund for affected veterans and a cy 
pres award for two non-profit organizations) (2009). 

 
In re: Adobe Systems Inc. Privacy Litigation, No. 5:13-cv-05226 (N.D. Cal. 2015) (settlement 
requiring enhanced cyber security measures and audits) (2015). 

 
In re Google Play Consumer Antitrust Litigation, 20-CV-05761 (N.D. Cal.) (appointed to the 
stearing committee) 

 
Securities Litigation 

 

In re Tyco International Ltd., Securities Litigation, MDL 1335 (D.N.H.) ($3.2 Billion Settlement). 
 

In re Prudential Insurance Co. Sales Practice Litigation, No. 95-4704 (D.N.J.) ($4 Billion 
Settlement). 

 
In re Nortel Networks Corp. Securities Litigation, No. 01-1855 (S.D.N.Y.) ($1.14 Billion 
Settlement). 
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